Report of the ACLAM Task Force on Rodent Euthanasia
The American College of Laboratory Animal Medicine (ACLAM) Task Force on Rodent Euthanasia was appointed in 2002 in response to growing concerns and controversy regarding techniques that were commonly used for rodent euthanasia. Three issues were targeted as the focus of the report: euthanasia of fetal and neonatal rodents, the use of carbon dioxide for rodent euthanasia, and the impact of euthanasia techniques on data. The charge to the Task Force was to create a document that summarized all available databased literature relevant to these topics, to assess the scientific merit of the design and conclusions of those studies, and to compile valid information into a concise and cohesive document that could serve as a resource for veterinarians, IACUC members, regulatory bodies and research scientists.
The literature relevant to rodent euthanasia is continually expanding and the Task Force's consensus view was that new data would continue to emerge, so the document would require continual revision.
The Task Force invite comments on the project, which they will compile. A second Task Force will be appointed to update and modify the Report.
The guidelines were prepared by the ACLAM to expand upon the information provided by the Report of the American Veterinary Medical Association (AVMA) Panel on Euthanasia with regard to euthanasia of rodents in biomedical settings. For the full report see http://www.aclam.org/PDF/pub_rodent_euth.pdf.
Consensus workshop on CO 2 euthanasia
An international workshop was held recently in the UK to seek information and a consensus of current knowledge regarding the use of CO 2 as a euthanasia agent in rodents. The workshop was hosted by Professor Paul Flecknell of the University of Newcastle and brought together researchers from Europe and the USA. The UK National Centre for the 3Rs (NC3Rs) is collating the information and a statement will be produced shortly.
ECLAM/ESLAV Foundation applications for funding
The ECLAM/ESLAV Foundation is a charitable organization that funds studies for the discovery, validation and implementation of refinement of the care and use of animals in research. In particular the Foundation funds small studies (up to h20,000) in the following areas:
Refinement in experimental techniques, anaesthesia and analgesia to reduce pain and distress;
Objective measures of animal welfare; Studies to ensure scientific basis for housing and husbandry standards;
Validation of environmental enrichment to improve behavioural wellbeing.
It is now accepting applications for funding in 2006-07. For details of the straightforward application process, see the grant application form at http://www.eclameslavfoundation.org/ applications.htm.
Second Swiss Symposium on Experimental Surgery
In January 2006, the second Swiss Experimental Surgery Symposium was held in Geneva, organized by the Geneva Cardiovascular Research Group and the Faculty of Medicine, in collaboration with the University of Bern. Thirtyfive speakers from varying backgrounds brought together those carrying out the experiments and those providing regulations and the best care and welfare of the animals.
The two-day programme covered animal experimentation (focused mainly on the pig model) including: study planning; ethical and veterinary considerations; animal welfare, breeding and housing; choice of anaesthesia; intraoperative monitoring; postoperative analgesia and care; diagnostic imaging in the large animal, as well as specific applications in the pig model, and teaching. The issues raised in these topics always kept in mind the importance of the 3Rs.
The programme included a poster session, industry-sponsored symposia on telemetry and flow measurements, ending with two practical workshops on cardiovascular diagnostics and the implantation of a telemetry device.
Future symposia will continue to alternate between Bern and Geneva, and the 2007 meeting will be held in Bern, 18-19 January.
More information can be found at www.sess06.medecine.unige.ch or by contacting the organizer, Dr Beat H Walpoth, University Hospital, Geneva (beat.walpoth@hcuge.ch). Joint EU/USA undergraduate degrees A framework for higher education institutions to set up recognized double or joint degrees at undergraduate level is being developed by The European Commission and the US Department of Education. To assist in the development of these 'transatlantic degrees' financial support will be provided for multilateral consortia of EU and US institutions, together with transatlantic mobility grants for students and scholars. Implementation of the new agreement is subject to its completion, which is expected in June/July 2006. For more details see: www.europa.eu.int/comm/education/ index_en.html.
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Research institute
The Institute Para Limes (IPL) in The Netherlands has recently been launched with the support of the European Research Foundation. It is dedicated to fundamental cross-disciplinary research and will bring together top scientists, including Nobel Laureates, with young researchers across a wide range of disciplines to focus on fundamental questions. For more details see: www.esf.org.
The European Commission defines roles and responsibilities for researchers
The European Commission has adopted a European Charter for Researchers and a Code of Conduct for the Recruitment of Researchers, which two documents are key elements in the EU's policy to make research an attractive career. Both the Charter and the Code of Conduct will give individual researchers the same rights and obligations wherever they may work throughout the EU, in order to counter the fact that research careers in Europe are fragmented at local, regional, national or sectoral level, and allow Europe to make the most of its scientific potential. The potential shortage of researchers could pose a serious threat to the EU's innovation, knowledge and productivity in the near future and may hamper the attainment of the Lisbon and Barcelona objectives. Europe aims to improve its attractiveness to researchers by providing researchers with long-term career prospects and increasing the participation of women researchers.
The European Charter for Researchers addresses the roles, responsibilities and entitlements of researchers and their employers or funding organizations.
The Code of Conduct for the Recruitment of Researchers aims to make selection procedures more transparent and proposes different means of judging merit: not just on the number of publications, but on a wider range of evaluation criteria, such as teaching, supervision, teamwork, knowledge transfer, management and public awareness activities.
The text of the Charter and the Code of Conduct can be found at: http://europa.eu.int/ eracareers/europeancharter.
Science Communication Award
Professor Clive Page, the ASG Chairman, was honoured to receive the first Biosciences Federation Communication Award for active researchers in Higher Education institutes. The award was made at a general meeting of the Biosciences Federation on 17 November 2005. 
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